
FOR COMMUNITY 
ADVOCATES 

The Housing Navigator MA and Metropolitan Area Planning Council
(MAPC) joint report Data Opens Doors: Measuring the Affordable
Housing Gap highlights that   Massachusetts only has enough affordable 
rental housing for 32% of its low-income households.  Across age,
income, unit size, and municipality,  we need 441,000 more affordable 
units . Use this data to bolster your advocacy. 

26% 

26% 

Note: Incomes based on wages found In MAPC region. Exact wages and AMI will vary
by Regional Planning Agency geography. Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of
Labor and Workforce Development, Employment and Wages (ES-202), 2022. 

What Types of Low-income Rental
Housing Do We Need to Build Most? 

F ixed below market rent 
Rent doesn’t change with income; 
many households are eligible but 
narrow band can afford it. 

AFFORDABILITY

RENT PAID

Rent Based 
on Income

Fixed Below
Market Rent

$780 $1,479

Retail   
workers 

Manufacturing 
Workers 

26% 

Home   
Healthcare   
Aids 

Musicians   
and Actors 

Low-income renter households  by income group 

WHAT COMMUNITY ADVOCATES NEED TO KNOW   

We need more rent based on income
units and mobile vouchers to create
housing stability for our most
vulnerable households, particularly
those earning 30-50% AMI, and
prevent further displacement.

49% 

26% 

Extremely Low Income 
0–30% AMI 

~$771/week 

Very Low Income 
30%–50% AMI 
~$1,100/week 

Moderately Low Income 
50–81% AMI 

~$1,500/week 

Daycare   
workers Bakers 

EXAMPLE JOBS Use this QR code to
see a visualization of
your region’s gap.   

Low-income housing gap by household income & unit type

housingnavigatorma.org    |  mapc.org
These findings are based on statewide numbers. We encourage you to read the report

for regional information. These figures do not include use of mobile vouchers.

Market rate/ 
Unstably Housed 
No t served by affordable housing 

Extremely low income households 
are the largest group unserved by 
affordable housing ,  with 194,000
households unstably housed. 

Extremely   
Low Income 
0–30% AMI 

Very Low 
Income 

30%–50% AMI 

Moderately
Low Income 
50–80% AMI 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
Households making 30-50% AMl 
are most likely to be unstably 
housed ,  with 81% of those
households unstably housed. 

Rent based on income 
De eper affordability scaled to a 
percentage of household income. 
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61 % 

38%

81 % 

15%

66 % 

5% 

5% 

29%

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

Low-income working households perform critical jobs in
Massachusetts. Without providing them affordable homes,
we risk losing them to more affordable places.   

Rent based on income units are a critical resource  because rent can
scale to a household's income. Mobile vouchers are an additional tool
that supplements a household's income to make units more affordable.
Fixed below market rent units are often filled by voucher holders. 

Imagine a family of two—a parent and child—with an income of $31,500/year,
looking for a 2-bedroom apartment. For apts. 1 and 2, with income
restrictions, the family is eligible in terms of income. However, the resulting
rent varies considerably, and this family could not afford apt. 2 or 3. 

It’s about eligibility and affordability

Apt 1 Apt 2 Apt 3
 Below 

80% AMI
 Below 

60% AMI
Not income
restricted

Market 
Rent

$2,915

ELIGIBILITY

UNAFFORDABLE

Note: Example derived from a market rate units and area AMIs in Amherst, MA.
Data source: Housing Navigator MA

DATA OPENS DOORS SERIES 

View Visualization (preferably on laptop)
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https://www.google.com/url?q=http://housingnavigatorma.org&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1748527206968866&usg=AOvVaw3MjL6LhV3SGIS6AM6mvePr
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://housingnavigatorma.org&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1748527206968866&usg=AOvVaw3MjL6LhV3SGIS6AM6mvePr
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.mapc.org&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1749479601574709&usg=AOvVaw0EXHBmSp0ofrDkp2x67qw4
https://housingnavigatorma.org/housing-navigator-ma-and-mapc-release-data-opens-doors-measuring-the-affordable-housing-gap-in-massachusetts/
https://housingnavigatorma.org/housing-navigator-ma-and-mapc-release-data-opens-doors-measuring-the-affordable-housing-gap-in-massachusetts/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/288e6cedbd714c34b3d253c09f19704e
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/288e6cedbd714c34b3d253c09f19704e

